8th October, 2015 : Term 4 Week 1

Congratulations to Year 12 Dance students Erin Cooper and Lauren Mackay
who have both received Callback nominations. Callback is an annual
showcase of exemplary Higher School Certificate Dance works.
This is a clear indication of the exceptional talent that students at Orange
High School possess. Congratulations once again!
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The term began with a NAIDOC assembly to celebrate our Indigenous culture and the
achievements of our Aboriginal students. Central to the activity was the presentation of a
magnificent painting by Year 12 student Taylor Croaker. Her artwork powerfully represents
Orange High School and the strong links with students and the wider Orange community. The
underlying message centred around education as key to our future quality of life. The feature of
the assembly was the launch of the first edition of the Orange High School Deadly Times
newspaper. The paper is jam-packed with stories from within and beyond the school with a key
feature being interviews with Indigenous people working in the community. These role models
are quite inspirational and highlight the amazing variety and dedication of those working for the
betterment of the community. The newspaper has been widely distributed across Orange and I
encourage you to have a read if you have not already done so. I think you will be inspired and
surprised at the quality of the product. The project had its foundation as celebrating Indigenous
culture but also doubled as a powerful literacy teaching tool providing students with a place to
have their work published and recognised.
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Callback is a selection from across NSW of the highest quality performance and projects from
Higher School Certificate Dance students. During the recent holidays it was exciting to receive
news that Lauren Mackay was nominated for both her Core Dance Performance and also her
Major Study Performance while Erin Cooper was nominated for her Core Performance. Lauren
and Erin are both talented dance students recognised within the school and Orange community
and it is wonderful for them to now be recognised at a state level. Well done Lauren and Erin!
Thankyou to the many parents and Year 12 students who were able to attend the Yr 12 2016
Assessment event last night in the Performing Arts Centre. The focus was to develop and share a
deeper understanding of the HSC Assessment Requirements and as a result set students up for
a positive start to the next 12 months. Central to the night was positive encouragement to get
organised early with study timetables in partnership with parents and a teacher mentor. We look
forward to watching and working with our newest group of Year 12 students as they work hard
Finally, with the onset of warmer weather
we would like to encourage all students
to be sun safe and wear a hat while they
are out in the sun. Pictured to the left are
four of our prefects modelling the OHS
hats which can be purchased from the
uniform shops in town.

David Lloyd
Principal

Welcome back, I can’t believe we are into term 4 already. This term is shaping up to be a busy one
and I’m looking forward to enjoying some warmer weather.

Mental Health Month
October is Mental Health Month across Australia. Orange High School is celebrating youth mental health and
wellbeing throughout this month and participating in some community events. The local message for 2015 is
the notion that youth mental health is the elephant in the room. To support the theme, the Men’s Shed have
built some big wooden elephants for schools to decorate and display. Our elephant will be painted with
positive words on one side and support networks on the other. The elephant will serve as a visual reminder
and talking point for the month of October. Let’s start talking about the elephant in the room!! The aim is to
remove the stigma and create positivity around youth mental health and wellbeing.

Mental Health Expo
Next Wednesday 14th October a group of 60 students from year 9, 10 and 11 will attend the Mental Health
Expo at the Orange TAFE Campus. It is an opportunity for students to access local support organisations and
increase their awareness about youth mental health. It will also improve their skills in supporting themselves
and others in a fun and co-operative environment. If you would like your child to attend the expo, please
encourage them to collect a permission note from outside my office by Monday. Reminders are in the daily
bulletin.
Black Dog ‘Insight’ Seminars
On Thursday 15th October, year 9 and 10 will attend a seminar from the Black Dog Institute. The Black Dog
Institute is a not-for-profit organisation and world leader in the diagnosis, treatment and prevention of mood
disorders such as depression and bipolar disorder.
The seminars are a great presentation by a person with a lived experience of having had a mental illness or
caring for someone, from a youth’s perspective. The session very much encourages talking to others if you
have concerns, how to help mates, and help seeking. An information note regarding the seminar will be sent
home with students over the next few days. There is no cost for the seminar and all students are expected to
attend (it is during class time). If you would not like your child to attend, please call me on 6362 3444).

Transition for Year 7 2016
Orange High is preparing to have 200 primary school students in the school over the next 2 weeks. It
is a busy time with staff preparing lessons to introduce students to our high school environment.
Each student will spend 2 days with us, working in classes and tasting a range of different subjects
from all key learning areas. We are excited to meet all the incoming students and welcome them
opening into our Orange High School Community.
Thank you to Josh Thacker for his hard work in preparing the Transition Visits. Thank you also to our
school canteen, they are preparing 100 extra lunches each day. Lastly, thank you to our wonderful
staff for their support of the rigorous transition process. The process would not be successful
without a massive team effort.
Stay posted for more information about Mental Health Month…..
Kerrie Chopping
Head Teacher Wellbeing

Raffle Winners!
The P&C would like to thank all those families who returned their raffle tickets to assist with the
fundraising to resurface the sports courts. The lucky winners were drawn last term and are as follows:
 $1 000 Coles/Myer Gift card – Leesa Chandling
 Rex return flights to Sydney – Glenn Pearson
 $100 ANL voucher – D. Blowes
 $50 Mitre 10 voucher – Betty Kjoller
Congratulations to the winners and we hope you enjoy your prizes!
The P&C made a profit of $1 322 from the raffle.

Tax Deductible Building Fund Payment
Donations may be made via the school website at any time. All funds are tax deductible and will go
directly to the courts.

P&C Meeting
The October meeting of the P&C will be held on Wednesday 14th October at 6:30pm in the Music
Centre. Meetings are always friendly and informative and we would love to see some more people
come along! This is the second week back next Term so mark it on your calendars now.

The P&C would like to wish good luck to Year 12 as they prepare for the HSC exams
and for their future endeavours!

The English team are back and rejuvenated after a well-earned break for both staff and students.
Term three was consumed by HSC preparation for our wonderful Year 12 students, End of Course
Examinations for Year 11 and myriad impressive assessment responses from the junior school.
We would all like to wish Year 12 the very best of luck for their imminent examinations, as usual we
will nervously await the HSC questions and be there to support students before and after the
process. It has been exciting to see many of their faces around the staff room seeking advice and
having draft work evaluated by their dedicated teachers. Once Examinations are complete we would
encourage students to return all of the English texts to the library so that our next cohort can have
access to the material.
Term 4 brings an exciting transition for Year 11 as they begin their HSC course work. Students will
delve into the concept of Discovery and explore how this complex idea is represented in a range of
texts. This Area of Study allows students ample opportunity to use their own experiences and
engage with a diverse range of film and literature. Students will be learning to analyse unseen texts
to assess how these texts create meaning and what they have to say about Discoveries. They will
also have the opportunity to compose creative pieces that convey their imaginative response to the
concept. Students should be on the lookout for suitable supplementary texts that they feel strongly
convey their understanding of Discovery. The first HSC assessment task will be a speech and a
listening activity to be completed at the end of term.
English classrooms in year 7-10 will be equally engaged in a diverse range of learning opportunities.
Year 7 explore the conventions of Myths and Legends from all over the world. Year 8 will delve into
Imagined Worlds through a study of the Fantasy genre. Year 9 will be examining the ways in which
texts represent the topic of Environmental Sustainability and Year 10 are honing their analytical
skills with a study of Representations of Australia in texts.

OHS year 10 student Thomas Zeylemaker has again been
successful and gained selection in the NSW U17 Men's softball
team. Thomas will now commence a rigorous training
schedule prior to competing in Australian championships at
Perth in January 2016.
Well done Thomas!

Pinnacle Applications are due back to Year Advisors
by Friday 16th October.
ASSESSMENT TASKS DUE WEEK 2 Term 4 : 12th - 16th September 2015
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HSC Exams Commence

